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Why do we need new anoscopists?

A scene from 'The Real Wild West,' a Curiosity Stream docuseries



Why do we need new anoscopists?

Palefsky J et al. N Engl J Med 2022;386:2273-82.



Why do we need new anoscopists?

https://clinicalinfo.hiv.gov/en/guidelines/hiv-clinical-guidelines-adult-and-adolescent-opportunistic-infections/whats-new



Why do we need new anoscopists?

Stier EA et al. Int J Cancer 2024;154:1694–1702



Why do we need new anoscopists?

HRA



The HRA provider journey

I believe 
in HRA!

I convince my 
boss to set up a 
clinic

I go and get 
trained

I actually set up 
a clinic

I start 
doing HRA!

I get 
proficient 
doing HRA!



Who has to learn about HRA?

• HCP who want to perform HRA
– Basic level
– Advanced level

• “General” HCP
– HPV-related disease specialties

• ID/GUM, colorectal surgeons/proctologists, dermatologists, 
gynecologists, gastroenterologists, nurses?

• Policy makers and guidelines
• Potential users (patients)



The HRA provider journey

I go and get 
trained

I start 
doing HRA!

I get 
proficient 
doing HRA!

Learn the theory
Attend a course
Practice without a patient 
Observe an experienced provider





Where can we learn from?

https://www.iansoc.org/



https://www.iansoc.org/



https://www.iansoc.org/



IANS Guidelines

Hillman R et al. J Low Genit Tract Dis 2016;20: 283–291

Hillman R et al. J Low Genit Tract Dis 2019;23: 138–146

Stier EA et al. Int. J. Cancer. 2024;154:1694–1702



https://www.iansoc.org/



https://www.iansoc.org/



However...

https://www.iansoc.org/



AI in HPV



AI in HPV

Elena Sendagorta, HU La Paz, Madrid 





I want to get trained...
What should be teached?



What should be teached?

https://www.bsccp.org.uk/images/Trainer-Trainee_Guidelines.pdf



https://www.hpvworld.com/articles/practising-
and-training-for-high-resolution-anoscopy/

a.k.a. Tushie Queen



1) Didactic course

Epidemiology

Etiopathogenesis

Pathology

HRA basics

Intra-anal 
patterns

Peri-anal 
patterns

Topical 
treatments

Ablative 
treatments

Primary 
prevention 
(vaccines)

Tertiary 
prevention 

(DARE)

Dermatology

STIs

Anatomy
Setting 

up a unit

Follow-up 
algorithms

Billing

Special 
populations

Guidelines

Patient 
perspective/ 

QoL

Clinical 
cases

HRA 
images



1) Didactic courses examples

https://www.iansoc.org/HRA-Course-Overview-2023; https://www.iansoc.org/; https://ipvconference.org/ipvs-human-papillomavirus-related-anogenital-diseases/; https://scienhub.org/es/activity/hpvcourse2024-es/; 
https://www.acpgbi.org.uk/_userfiles/import/2019/07/HRA-Course-programme_final.pdf; https://www.brighamhealthonamission.org/2022/11/28/brigham-hosts-countrys-first-high-resolution-anoscopy-course-for-colorectal-surgery-fellows/  

https://www.iansoc.org/HRA-Course-Overview-2023
https://www.iansoc.org/
https://ipvconference.org/ipvs-human-papillomavirus-related-anogenital-diseases/
https://scienhub.org/es/activity/hpvcourse2024-es/
https://www.acpgbi.org.uk/_userfiles/import/2019/07/HRA-Course-programme_final.pdf


2) Practice w/o patient

– DARE

– Citology

– HRA

– Biopsies

– Anesthesia/ablative treatment

Hands-on?



“Hands-on” HRA



https://colorectalsymposium.massgeneral.org/coureoverview/

?







Courtesy Maite García, A Coruña



https://www.ebay.es/itm/364020953301





3) Observation with an experienced provider

• Who is observed? 
– How to define “experienced provider”

• For how long?
• Do you ever switch positions?

– Legal implications of experienced provider observing 
(and not doing)?



The HRA provider journey

I go and get 
trained

I start doing 
HRA!

I get 
proficient 
doing HRA!

Learn the theory
Attend a course
Practice without a patient 
Observe an experienced 
provider

Hands-on mentorship w patient
Perform HRA alone 
Invasive procedures mentorship
Invasive procedures alone



Is that HRA provider ready?

• Who has to certify it?
– Autocertification?

• IANS Guidelines 2016
• Logs

– External certification?
• IANS guidelines 2016
• Logs/videologs
• Who is entitled to certify in HRA?

– Multi-specialty
– Different countries/societies/health systems

– Legal implications of certification
• Certification of program completion vs Certification of competency



Hillman R et al. J Low Genit Tract Dis 2016;20: 283–291



Logs
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Siegenbeek van Heukelom ML, et al. Dis Colon Rectum 2018; 61(7):780-786. 



The HRA provider journey

I go and get 
trained

I start 
doing HRA!

I get proficient 
doing HRA!

Certification
Accreditation
Advanced course
Learning specific procedures
Providing HRA vs Teaching HRA

Learn the theory
Attend a course
Practice without a patient 
Observe an experienced 
provider

Hands-on mentorship w 
patient
Perform HRA alone 
Invasive procedures 
mentorship
Invasive procedures alone



Accreditation

• Of the provider

• Of the Unit

• Periodicity??

• Who accreditates providers/units?

– National societies (which specialty?)? IANS?



Certification / Accreditation

https://www.aepcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/10a-
AEPCC_guidelines-COLPOSCOPY.pdf

Hillman R et al. J Low Genit Tract Dis 2016;20: 283–291



ANCHOR Study Centers

• How were they trained/certified?
Anoscopists mandated to attend IANS-
approved course 
• Hands-on practical training as part of course 
• Proctorship by ANCHOR study expert 
members 
 • Sometime remote 
 • Zoom works

Quality assurance (QA): 
• Minimum 35% HSIL in MSM LWH 
• ≥ 5% biopsies should be perianal of which ≥ 
10% should be HSIL 
• HRA: 8 observed by expert 
 • all 8: complete view of SCJ 
 • 5/8 to have biopsies



https://www.iansoc.org/Program



Who can teach?

• Societies/IANS course endorsment?

• Certified/accredited providers/units?

– Different certification for:

• Providing HRA

• Teaching HRA 



Seminar series “Educating the Trainers”

• Online
• 4-5 90 minute sessions:

– Setting up a practice
– Metrics for evaluating new providers - analyzing and 

using for feedback
– Common Problems for new learners and solutions
– Treatment
– Teaching remotely



Take home messages
• Urgent Need for More HRA Providers: 

– Significant demand for trained anoscopists to meet current & future needs in 
healthcare system

• Ensure Quality in HRA Practice: 
– Maintain a high standard of quality in both theoretical knowledge & practical 

application of HRA

• Comprehensive Training Essential: 
– Effective training programs that combine theoretical knowledge with practical 

skills are essential to prepare new providers.

• Certification might enhance Credibility: 
– Obtaining certification or accreditation from recognized institutions like IANS 

might ensure the credibility and proficiency of HRA providers.

• Ongoing Education and Updates: 
– Continuous learning and staying updated with the latest guidelines and 

techniques are vital for the expertise in HRA.
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